Austin, TX

Gypsum Pulverizing Co. No Chip Off the Block

Though waste services are ever more convenient, some materials must be disposed of by alternative means.
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This Jan., Jerry Petermann, owner of the newly established Gypsum Drywall Reclamation Corporation, set out to help contractors, individual homeowners and individual gypsum companies correctly and economically dispose of or reclaim gypsum wallboard and materials.
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“According to the Gypsum Association in Washington, D.C., there is about 6.27 billion pounds of scrap generated in the United States each year,” said Petermann.  “With population growth and continued construction, I felt there was a need to help contractors, homeowners and anyone involved with  the use of gypsum wallboard to dispose of the material properly.”

Petermann says if gypsum boards and materials are pulverized into a powder and laid on the ground in an area  exposed to oxygen, it becomes an inert material.  As well, under the Texas Agricultural Code, Chapter 63, Commercial Fertilizer Act, disintegrated gypsum has been determined to be an exempt material.

“This way it doesn’t hurt anything and it just becomes dirt,” said Petermann.  “It is not recommended to bury solid gypsum drywall scrap, it violates environmental laws. Recycling the material would mean turning it back into its original form, and if there is no gypsum plant near, the fiscal expense of hauling the material back to the plant can be very high.”

Petermann’s company offers contractors and homeowners the alternative to buy a Gyp Monster to pulverize boards of gypsum into reusable powder.   

Petermann designed the Gyp Monster, which is six feet long, five feet wide and stands 39 inches tall. The machine weighs about 1,500 pounds and sits on a trailer and frame Rhino Trailers manufactured for the machine, which is approved by the U.S. Department of Transportation.

“The trailer easily hooks up to a truck to be hauled to any job site,” said Petermann.  “We do not advocate chipping the material. To properly grind the boards, we have a rotating punch to disintegrate the gypsum and pulverize it to powder instantly. We do that by applying 40,000 pounds per square inch over an area of about 5/8 inches at one time, but we do it 6,000 times per second. The machine can dispose of up to 50 tons of scrap gypsum per day”

For more information, call Jerry Petermann at 512-326-5576 or visit www.gypmonster.com.
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